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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to the amendment received on February 18, 2005. 
Amended Claims 1-3, 5-6. 9-11. 13-15. 17-18, 21-26. 28-29, 32-34 and 36-38 and 
originally presented claims 4, 7-8, 12, 16, 19-20, 27, 30-31 and 35 are pending in the 
application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the Invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-6, 9-18, 21-29, 32-36 and 38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Biffar, US Patent 6397212. 

As in Claims 1,13, 24, 36 and 38, Biffar teaches a system, method and software 
for automatically generating a graphical user interface (GUI) element at a client system 
according to a current configuration model, comprising a first frame associated with a 
web page and generated at a sen/er system for communication to a client system in 
connection with a configuration workflow (Figure 2), when generated the first frame 
comprising data reflecting the current configuration model (4300 Information Fig. 3), 
when generated the first frame further comprising a function operable when executed at 
the client system in response to a call to automatically receive a configuration choice 
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selection at a first GUI element (figure 7), access the data stored in the first frame 
reflecting the current configuration model ("Fig. 7A is the starting selection ... and 
shows a preset display of the currently most popular car model in its most popular 
configuration", Column 11, lines 23-25) according to the accessed data, determine a 
configuration choice for which a second GUI element needs to be drawn for display to a 
user associated with the client system in connection with the configuration workflow in 
response to the configuration choice selection of the first GUI element (col. 9, line 38 et 
seq.) and make a callback requesting that the second GUI element for the configuration 
choice be drawn, and a second frame associated with the web page and generated at 
the server system for communication to the client system in association with the first 
frame (4100 Description), when generated the second frame comprising one or more 
parameters specifying the second GUI element (Col 1 , lines 37 et seq..) that will be 
appropriate for the configuration choice depending on the current configuration model 
as reflected in the data stored in the first frame in response to the configuration choice 
selection (user-configured characteristics), when generated the second frame further 
comprising code operable when executed at the client system to automatically call the 
function of the first frame to determine a configuration choice for which the second GUI 
element needs to be displayed to the user associated with the client system in 
connection with the configuration workflow, receive a callback from the function of the 
first frame requesting that the second GUI element for the configuration choice be 
drawn, and according to the one or more parameters stored in the second frame, draw 
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the second GUI element that is appropriate for the configuration choice (Col. 10, line 1 
et seq.). 

As in Claim 2, 14 and 25, Biffar teaches the second GUI element appropriate for 
the configuration choice is generated on the fly at the client system (Column 5, line 58 
et seq.). 

As in Claim 3, 15 and 26, Biffar teaches the first frame is operable to reflect a 
change to the configuration model independent of the configuration choice selection at 
the first GUI element subsequent to the change, the first frame when generated in 
connection with a configuration workflow initiated before the change comprising data 
reflecting the configuration model before the change, the first frame when generated in 
connection with a configuration workflow initiated after the change comprising data 
reflecting the configuration model after the change (Column 11. line 3 et seq.). 

As in Claim 4, 12, 16, 25 and 27, Biffar teaches the first and second frames 
belong to a frameset (4000) associated with the web page and are communicated to the 
client system in response to the user initiating the configuration workflow ("The item 
searched for can reside on different data bases, and/or Web sites.", Column 5, lines 49 
et seq.). 

As in Claim 5, 17 and 28, Biffar teaches the configuration model is a product 
configuration model, the configuration workflow is workflow to configure a product, and 
the configuration choice is associated with one or more available selections for 
configuring a corresponding portion of the product (Col. 4. line 34 et seq.). 
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As in Claim 6, 18 and 29. Biffar teaches wherein the second GUI element for the 
configuration choice is associated with a dynamic Hypertext Markup Language (Col. 11, 
line 6 et seq.) layer and comprises a label (4100 Description). 

As in Claims 9. 21 and 32, Biffar teaches the second frame is operable to cause 
a connector to be created for the second GUI element for the configuration choice in 
response to generation of the second GUI element, the connector providing an active 
link between the second GUI element and a property of a configuration element 
associated with the configuration choice, the connector allowing the second GUI 
element to be automatically re-drawn in response to configuration choice selection 
during the configuration workflow affecting the property of the configuration element 
without requiring the second frame to be re-drawn in its entirety at the client system 
(Figure 7 and corresponding text). 

As in Claims 10, 22 and 33, Biffar teaches the first frame comprises functions 
each operable when executed at the client system in response to a call to create a 
connector for a corresponding type of second GUI element (changing functions in the 
first frame changes the type of GUI element displayed) and the second frame comprises 
code associated with the GUI element for the configuration choice, the code being 
generated automatically at runtime at the client system in response to generation of the 
GUI element (when the web page is opened up) and operable to automatically call the 
function in the first frame corresponding to the type of the GUI element to create a 
connector for the second GUI element (See Example in Col. 11-13). 
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As in Claims 1 1 , 23 and 34, Biffar teaches a third frame associated with the web 
page and generated at the server system for communication to the client system in 
association with the first frame (Type) and second frame (Color), when executed at the 
client system the third frame (Description 4100) operable to receive from the second 
frame data representing a selection associated with the configuration choice post the 
data received from the second frame as a Hypertext Transfer Protocol (HTTP) request 
to the server system (normal webpage/server interaction), receive an HTTP response 
from the server system comprising data reflecting a current state of a configuration in 
relation to the configuration mode (Picture in Description), the current state reflecting 
the configuration choice selection at the second GUI element, and communicate the 
data received from the server system to the second frame to initiate updating of a third 
GUI element for the configuration choice (Figure 7 and corresponding text). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 7, 19, 30 and 37 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Biffar, US Patent 6397212., and further in view of Ahluwalia, US Patent 6728685. 

As in Claims 7, 19, 30 and 37, Biffar teaches a system, method and software for 
automatically generating a graphical user interface (GUI) element at a client system 
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according to a current configuration model, comprising a first frame associated with a 
web page and generated at a server system for communication to a client system in 
connection with a configuration workflow, when generated the first frame comprising 
data reflecting the current configuration model, when generated the first frame further 
comprising a function operable when executed at the client system in response to a call 
to automatically access the data stored in the first frame reflecting the current 
configuration model according to the accessed data, determine a configuration choice 
for which an appropriate GUI element needs to be drawn for display to a user 
associated with the client system in connection with the configuration workflow and 
make a callback requesting that an appropriate GUI element for the configuration choice 
be drawn, and a second frame associated with the web page and generated at the 
sen/er system for communication to the client system in association with the first frame, 
when generated the second frame comprising one or more parameters specifying the 
GUI element that will be appropriate for the configuration choice depending on the 
current configuration model as reflected in the data stored in the first frame when 
generated the second frame further comprising code operable when executed at the 
client system to automatically call the function of the first frame to determine a 
configuration choice for which an appropriate GUI element needs to be displayed to the 
user associated with the client system in connection with the configuration workflow, 
receive a callback from the function of the first frame requesting that an appropriate GUI 
element for the configuration choice be drawn, and according to the one or more 
parameters stored in the second frame, draw the GUI element that is appropriate for the 
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configuration choice (See Claim 1 rejection supra) and the GUI element appropriate for 
the configuration choice is generated on the fly at the client system (Claim 2 rejection 
supra). While Biffar teaches the aforementioned multiple frame interface with 
configuration choices determining GUI elements, they fail to show the wherein the first 
and second frames comprise Javaserver Pages (JSPs), the called function of the first 
frame comprises a Javascript function, and the calling code of the second frame 
comprises Javascript code as recited in the claims. In the same field of the invention, 
Ahiuwalia teaches an update interface for product customization similar to that of Biffar. 
In addition, Ahiuwalia further Javaserver Pages (JSPs), a called function comprising a 
Javascript function, and calling code comprising Javascript code (Column 7, lines 42-50 
and Ref. 1801). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the 
teachings of Biffar and Ahiuwalia before him at the time the invention was made, to 
modify the multiple frame interface with configuration choices determining GUI elements 
taught by Biffar to include the JavaScript of Ahiuwalia, in order to obtain JavaScript 
capabilities for creating the connections. One would have been motivated to make such 
a combination because a independent web-customizable interface would have been 
obtained, as taught by Ahiuwalia. 

6. Claims 8, 20 and 31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Biffar, US Patent 6397212. 
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As in Claim 8, 20 and 31 . Biffar discloses the first frame operating as an API and 
the second frame comprising a viewable configuration dialog frame associated with the 
web page (See Claim 1 rejection supra), Biffar fails to teach the first frame to be non- 
viewable as recited in the claims. Within the field of the invention, it would be obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art to make the first frame non-viewable. One would have 
been motivated to make such a combination because a way to view information without 
allowing the user to edit it would have been obtained. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 2/18/05 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. The claims are worded such that the accessed data is retrieved in response 
to the configuration choice selection and that that it is displayed in response to the 
selection. The Claims are overly complicated and unclear. 

In response to the arguments that Biffar fails to teach automatically updating GUI 
elements in order to provide available configuration choices in response to a 
configuration choice selection, the examiner responds as such. As to the claimed 
language presented, Biffar describes ail of the element in Claims 1-6, 9-18, 21-29, 32- 
36 and 38 by using previous inputs to automatically access the data for create different 
options for the user to choose in other GUI elements as described supra. 
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Conclusion 

The prior art made of record on form PTO-892 and not relied upon is considered 
pertinent to applicant's disclosure. Applicant is required under 37 C.F.R. § 1.111(c) to 
consider these references fully when responding to this action. The documents cited 
therein teach similar e-commerce display interfaces with interactive frames. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sara M Hanne whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4135. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30am-4:00pm, off on 
alternating Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Heather R Herndon can be reached on (571) 272-4136. The fax phorie 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC))at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

smh / 



